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Luncheon with Dr. Hugh Ross

PDon’t miss the NEWIM summer luncheon at the beautiful Santa Ana
Country Club! This outreach and fundraiser luncheon promises to be the event
of the year.

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Hugh Ross, author, astronomer, physicist and
founder of “Reasons to Believe,” an international and interdenominational

1 think tank that provides powerful reasons from sci-
ence to believe in Jesus Christ. Dr. Ross will be
speaking on “Science and Faith, Enemies or Allies?”
and will answer questions following the program.

All NEWIM members and friends are welcome to
attend (NEWIM members will receive an invitation in
the mail). Bring your friends and spouses.

This will be an event to remember...brilliant
speaker, beautiful setting, wonderful raffle items and
a surprise dessert.

Details: Saturday, June 20™ at 11:15 a.m.
Santa Ana Country Club
20382 Newport Boulevard
Santa Ana, 92707

For additional information, please contact:
Ginger Bertoni 714-962-8482

Jackie Rettberg 949-644-7543

Carolyn Shea 949-675-6166

Please make checks payable to NEWIM and mail to NEWIM, P.O. Box
9200-395, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. The cost for members is $45, guests
and friends, $75. Thank you for your support.
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Through unigque
opportunities for spiritual
renewal at networking
meetings, retreats and
conferences, as well as
printed resources and
DVDs, thousands of
women have benefited

from NEW MOs
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Luncheon Sponsors and Donors

NEWIM wishes to thank the following for their contributions to the Luncheon
with Dr. Ross. We are honored and grateful to have you as our partners.

Luncheon Sponsors

Don and Betty Adkinson
Charles and Shirley Barber
Chuck and Ginger Bertoni

Beverly Amsbary Davenport
Maureen Moore
Peoples Church Women’s Ministries

John and Jackie Rettberg
Susan W. Schwartz

Peter and Carolyn Shea
Ron and Flo Speers

Jim and Rhoda Stanley

mi ni stry.

Raffle Donors

Chuck Bertoni
Susan Booker
Luann Budd
June Chambliss
Naomi Cox
Fred Doering—Center Club
Pam Farrel
Kim Johnson
Cindi McMenamin
Garden Path Ministries
Gayle Rettberg
Karen Root
Mark Ruby Fine Cabinets
Sierra Vista Women’s Ministries
Tammy Tkach
Don Willett, Ph.D.

On the Website

From the Heart 1s on the
NEWIM website!

Read back issues, download
and print and give copies
to your friends.

Invite them to join us!
Don’t forget to check out our
other helpful resources.
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SSTEN

Renew Your
Membership...

?
|
...online and save a stamp! Just go
to www.newim.com and click the
online store link. For only $40 per
year, you’ll receive real benefits,
including a member roster and
selected event discounts. You’ll
also be eligible to post articles,
your blog address, your books and
author/speaker information in our
Member Corner. Join or renew
today!




Farewell Ginger, Welcome Jackie

Our much-loved President, Ginger Bertoni, retired on April 1, 2009.

Ginger was one of a small group of women in ministry who began meeting
some twenty years ago in order to encourage and strengthen one
another and to share ideas and resources.

For the last twenty years Ginger has served faithfully at her
church and at NEWIM. She has served as President of NEWIM
for the last thirteen years.

As we remember Ginger’s years of service, we celebrate her
love for the Lord and His Word, and her obedience to Him. We
are grateful for her dedication to excellence in all things and her
willingness to travel anywhere to encourage women and share resources. Most of
all, for those who have had the good fortune to serve with her, we will miss her
great heart and her unwavering support.

Ginger will continue to serve on the NEWIM Board of Directors as President
Emeritus.

On April 1, 2009, we welcomed Jackie Rettberg as Executive Director of
NEWIM. Jackie has faithfully served the Lord at NEWIM for
the last fifteen years in several capacities, including as a member
of the Board of Directors. She has served as the developer and
Director of the Oasis One-Day Personal Retreat, as a member of
the Oaks Conference team and as the developer of the Oasis Per-
sonal Retreat DVD.

Prior to her service at NEWIM, Jackie was a teaching leader
for Bible Study Fellowship for nineteen years in Orange County.
She then established a new Bible Study Fellowship class in Hollywood, where she
taught for three more years.

Jackie has written several books, including a small devotional for extended
quiet times called Moments With A Friend, Hidden Treasure, a workbook on
learning to have a conversation with the Lord through Scripture and A Heart to
Shar e Go dmasual MBibld Study teachers.

Jackie is a graduate of Pepperdine University, and is married to John Rettberg,
former CFO for NEWIM. They have two sons, Mark and Todd, two daughters-in-
law, Gayle and Lisa, and five grandchildren, Kiersten, Breanna, Joshua, Nathan
and Timothy.

I believe in Christianity as I be-

Let your religion be less of a lieve that the sun has risen: not
theory and more of a love affair. only because I see it, but because
by it I see everything else.

—Gilbert K. Chestert
Y 1be esterton —C.S. Lewis

We will miss
Gi ngreat 0 s

heart and her

unwavering

support.

Page 3


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/gilbert_k_chesterton.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/c_s_lewis.html

The Lord of
Glory is quietly
waiting to
engage you in

conversation.
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A Personal Message from
Jackie Rettberg

Eear NEWIM members,

The Network of Evangelical Women in
Ministry is an organization that for over 20
years has had one overriding purpose: fo
strengthen women in their journey with
God. A story from the life of Gideon in the
Book of Judges will help illustrate our pur-
pose for you (Judges 6-8).

When we first come upon Gideon, he
and the Israelites are so oppressed by the
Midianites they are forced to live up in the
mountains in caves and behind clefts in the
rocks. Gideon is so afraid of the enemy he
is attempting to thresh a little wheat or bar-
ley in a wine press of all places so no one
will see him and come and steal the little he
has left. No large open threshing floor for
Gideon. He’s reduced to hiding in a wine
press hewn from a rock to provide a little
food for his family.

Just then an amazing thing happens!
The Lord of Glory himself comes and sits
down quietly under an oak tree that belongs
to Gideon’s father. He doesn’t seem to be
in any hurry but eventually engages Gideon
in conversation. These are His words: “The
Lord is with you Mighty Warrior!” Now
you and I would probably interrupt at this
point and say, that’s ridiculous! Gideon is
no mighty warrior! He’s hiding behind
rocks and complaining about how the Lord
has abandoned the Israelites. But then the
Lord of Glory says an even more astound-
ing thing. He looks right at Gideon and
says: “Go in the strength you have and save
Israel. Am I not sending you?”

The Lord doesn’t seem to be asking
Gideon to be more than he is or to be
strong and courageous like Joshua. He sim-
ply tells him to go in the strength he has
and God will make up the difference!

This conversation with the Lord begins
a journey of many battles Gideon will ulti-
mately fight and win.

I love to think about the wonderful mo-

ment when the Lord of Glory looked right
into Gideon’s eyes and began to engage
him in quiet conversation.

All real spiritual strengthening occurs
during those quiet times with the Lord
when He engages you and me in conversa-
tion. He looks right into our eyes and tells
us what He would like us to know about
Him and where He would like us to go
with Him!

Gideon fought to free the Israelites.
Today the Lord is sending us to fight for
Him and His Word and for His kingdom!
He is sending us out into a world that ei-
ther ignores Him or hates Him and defi-
nitely hates what He has to say.

He is asking us to fight for the truth of
His Word. He is asking us to know His
principles and to allow them to so perme-
ate our hearts and minds that more and
more we will think and act like Him every
moment of every day! He is asking us to
love the people in this world and through
our love draw them into His kingdom.

But we’re not Mighty Warriors are
we? We’re just women! We don’t have
warrior strength!

I believe with all my heart if you stop
for a moment, you will notice the Lord of
Glory quietly waiting to engage you in
conversation. His words to you and me
will be the same as they were to Gideon so
long ago: “Go in the strength you have.
Am I not sending you”? No arguments
now! “I will be with you™!

I am grateful for the
opportunity to stand with
each of you as we look
forward to glorious victo-
ries ahead!

With love in Him,
Jackie Rettberg
President—Executive Director




My Brain on Paper

By Tammy Tkach

ove always been a list maker. I came
across a long to-do list I made while in
college. I marveled at how much I man-
aged to do in just one week. It isn’t much
different now. I still make lists and rely on
them to keep me going. I like to think of
them as my brain on paper. Of course, I
use my computer now and share the fear
with many that if it were lost or stolen I’d
be in big trouble. Sometimes it seems as if
my brain is on my hard drive. I wish it
were as easy to back up my brain as it is to
back up my computer.

Inspired by a time-travel movie, I’ve
started making notes to what I refer to as
my future self, who will no doubt be more
forgetful than my present self. The com-
puter is great for that too, as I can access
the calendar feature months and years in
advance. If only my future self could give
me some advice.

Our brains are wonderful—quick,
powerful and with a lot of available mem-
ory. The only problem is retrieving things.
I watch the game show Jeopardy! and get
frustrated when I can’t recall an answer
(or question for this game). I’'m sure it’s in
there, but I just can’t find it.

Sometimes when I can’t find or re-
member something, I think, God knows,
but he’s not talking! Wouldn’t it be great
to have his recall ability? He never forgets
unless he wants to. I forget when I don’t
want to. But we never have to worry he
will forget about us. He remembers even
when we don’t. His faithfulness is con-
stant. In Isaiah 49:15 he asks: “Can a
mother forget the baby at her breast and
have no compassion on the child she has
borne? Though she may forget, I will not
forget you!” (NIV throughout).

As we grow in our relationship with
God, it’s important to remember he is not
like us. He doesn’t think or act like us. We

tend to humanize him, ascribing foibles
and weaknesses to him that we see in
ourselves or in others. One of my favor-
ite passages in the Bible reminds us to
be careful not to do this. “”For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways,” declares the
LORD. ‘As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

This helps us keep our lives in per-
spective. Even the best virtues and no-
blest acts of humanity pale in compari-
son to the greatness of God. There really
is no one like him.

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his
paths beyond tracing out! ‘Who has
known the mind of the Lord? Or who
has been his counselor?” ‘Who has ever
given to God, that God should repay
him?’ For from him and through him
and to him are all things. To him be the
glory forever! Amen” (Romans 11:33-
36).

How wonderful I can rely on his
memory even when mine fails. 1 guess
you could say he’s my backup.

Tammy is the editor for
this newsletter and the
NEWIM website admin-
istrator. She speaks at
retreats and has traveled extensively.
Tammy enjoys bowling, card making,
walking and yard work. E-mail her at
tammy.tkach@wcg.org.

Even the best
virtues and noblest
acts of humanity
pale in comparison
to the greatness of

God.
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This woman of

Samaria had ju

No Ordinary Day

By Suzanne Clevenger

She awoke to an ordinary day in her
ordinary way and set about doing her
morning tasks feeling a bit lonely and
empty inside. About noon she picked up
her water jar and began walking toward the
well in the center of her village. Her
neighbors talked in whispers to one another
as she passed by. She instinctively knew
she was the topic of discussion for the local
town gossips. It had been that way for a
long time.

As she approached the well, she saw a
man seated nearby and recognized Him by
His clothing as a Jew. Their eyes met and
His dark eyes looked so deeply inside her

épey seemed to penetrate her very soul. He
asked her for a drink. She was a Samaritan
woman; He was a Jewish man. Any self

met the MeSSiat}especting Jew would never speak to a Sa-

Jesus; the One
the prophets of
old had written

about.
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maritan—a half breed with pagan blood
running through her veins. She paused to
wonder who He was. As He drank from the
cup of cool refreshing water, He told her
many things about herself and what He
could offer her. His words were intoxicat-
ing; they were liberating. This woman of
Samaria had just met the Messiah Jesus;
the One the prophets of old had written
about.

Leaving her water jar behind, she ran
back to her village and told everyone she
saw about this man and what He had said
to her. She became an evangelist that very
day, and many of the people from the vil-
lage came to meet this man named Jesus
and believed in Him (from John 4).

The Samaritan woman’s ordinary day
ended in a most extraordinary way.

Abby gathered up her few belongings
and made her way out from under the
bridge where she had spent another night
alone and afraid. As she climbed up and
out of the ditch, she thought about her life
and wondered what had happened; how

had she gotten to such a place of despair?
What would become of her?

Alcohol and drugs had taken their toll
on Abby. She fell to the ground broken
under the enormous weight of her addic-
tions and pain. She cried until there were
no more tears. All that remained was com-
plete emptiness. She had hit rock bottom
and the future looked bleak and hopeless.

And then she remembered someone
had once told her about a nearby rescue
mission. Somehow she made her way
there, and was met by the caring faces and
actions of the staff and volunteer workers.
She was given a warm meal and clean
clothes. They told her about Jesus and
what He could do for her. It has not been
an easy journey for Abby, but today she is
well on her way to recovery.

Abby had been held in bondage to her
addictions. Jesus, through the workers of
the rescue mission, gave her what she
needed and set her free. Her ordinary day
ended in a most extraordinary way be-
cause people reached out to her and gave
her the hope she desperately needed.

The woman sat down next to me in the
room full of people who came to hear Mi-
chael Reagan speak to the crowd at the
annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. We
chatted briefly. Her name was Janice. The
room quieted down as Mr. Reagan stepped
to the podium and began to give his per-
sonal testimony. He spoke of how he was
once lonely, bitter and without purpose
and direction for his life. Then someone
told him about Jesus, and his life turned
around as he chose to step out in faith and
accept Jesus as his Lord and Savior. He
made it clear he is where he is in his faith
today because someone had once prayed
for him.

Continued on page 7



No Ordinary Day
(Continued from page 6)

I watched Janice out of the corner of
my eye. She was fully absorbed in Mr.
Reagan’s message. A thought moved
across my mind like a command: “Ask
her. Ask her.”

At the conclusion of the program two
of Janice’s friends came over to talk with
her as she prepared to leave. I asked her if
she had a church home. She shyly shook
her head. “Do you know Jesus?” I asked.
Tears filled her eyes. “My grandmother’s
praying for me, and so is my friend here.”
We talked a little more and I told her I
would be praying for her too. We parted
company.

I don’t know if I will ever see Janice
again, but I do know without a doubt that
Jesus is knocking on the door of her heart
(Rev. 3:20). I pray she answers Him and
then one ordinary day will end in a most
extraordinary way for Janice.

God’s Word says: “Build up, build up,
prepare the road! I live in a high and holy
place, but also with him who is contrite
and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of
the lowly and to revive the heart of the
contrite” (Isaiah 57:14, 15, NIV).

The Samaritan woman’s ordinary day
changed when she met Jesus face to face.
Abby’s ordinary day was changed when
she learned about Jesus through the volun-
teers at the rescue mission. And I believe
Janice will one day experience an ex-
traordinary day because people are pray-
ing for her.

Jesus is no longer here in bodily
form, but He continues to change peo-
ple’s lives as we, His followers, make
ourselves available to Him. We are His
ears to hear the voices of those crying in
the wilderness. We are His lips to speak
His words of truth and love. We are His
hands and arms to reach out to those in
despair. We are His legs and feet to go
outside our comfort zone to make
“disciples of all nations” (Matthew
28:19) and to help change people’s ordi-
nary days into extraordinary ones.

Suzanne Clevenger has
been teaching a Bible
study class for over fif-
teen years and is a
writer and speaker. She
is a former
tries and organized a regional leader-
ship conference for women in ministry.
Suzanne enjoys spending her leisure
time knitting and working in her gar-
dens. She and her husband Ron reside in
central California. You may contact her
at creekside7@sbcglobal.net.
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If human beings are perceived as potentials rather than
problems, as possessing strengths instead of weaknesses, as
unlimited rather than dull and unresponsive, then they
thrive and grow to their capabilities.

—Barbara Bush

rector

Jesus is no longer here
in bodily form,
but He continues to
change
as we, His followers,
make ourselves

available to Him.

of
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From the Heart
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Newsletter Editor:
Tammy Tkach
E-mail: tammy.tkach@wcg.org

|
VISIT US ON THE

WEB:
WWW.NEWIM.COM

Don’t miss the NEWIM luncheon
with Dr. Hugh Ross

“Science and Faith,
Enemies or Allies?”
Saturday, June 20, 2009
11:15 a.m.

Santa Ana Country Club

See www.newim.com for details.
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Need some time alone with
God? The Oasis Personal Retreat
on DVD is just what you need.
Order yours today at
www.newim.com and enjoy

refreshment, renewal and rest
on your own or with a group.

Pa1sanbay] 901A10G SSAIPPY
9€TL¥96 (¥1L)
80,76 VO ‘Kd[[eA ureyunog |
$6€-00T6 X0 "O'd (-
INIMEAN




