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strengthen women who minister toc
Return to be Encouraged
FDEWIM held its eighth biennial conference June 20-21, 2008, at Vanguard
University in Costa Mesa. The event began with over 200 women joining in an
inspiring time of praise and worship, provided by Amy Doyle and Darlene Fry.
Keynote speakers were Kay Warren, Amy Hilliker and Debbie Eaton, all
from Saddleback Church. Our theme was Reaching Beyondnd all the speak-
ers |l eft the women | ooking at Godos
commitment to the work of Christ were designed to help women understand
that real commitment to Christ can seem dangerous but all so necessary for His
work and glory.
Our Emcees, Annah Chapman and Pam Carr,
who drove in from Bakersfield to be with us, pro-
vided enthusiastic and meaningful transitions [
throughout the program. They brought just the right
combination of expertise and humor to the confer- [
ence. &
Luann Budd facilitated the panel discussion on
Conversation Evangelism. She set a tone of excite- |
ment and anticipation on how God will open doors [ A4
to evangelize in new ways, without the fear and == ~
burden of boxed-in methods of winning souls for Christ. Panel members
included Elisabeth English, who serves on staff with InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship, and Tamara Khalaf, co-leader of Alpha in the Workplace at the
Walt Disney Studios. They contributed insight and wisdom to the discussion
and we were blessed to have them on the panel.
It was the hope of this yearods col

understand how dependent we are on one another to be effective in Kingdom
work. Women of all ages meshed in spirit and oneness of effort to help each
other come together to further the cause of Christ. Everyone drank in the new-
ness of what God is doing in the lives of women just coming on the scene and
his incredible ministry in the lives of women everywhere.

God showered the conference with his grace by providing gifted speakers
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Return to be Encouraged

for our breakout sessions. Topics included Reaching Beyondd the age barrier,
emotions, the neighborhood, ordinary quiet times, the norm, devastation and ex-
haustion.

NEWIM partnered with many wonderful organizations to provide an extensive
Resource Center. In addition to featuring items that could be purchased from our
break-out speakers, the Resource Center provided a wealth of informational mate-
rials. Some of NREWA tv BesEncouragellinistry Partners are listed
below in heartfelt appreciation for their partnership. Please honor them by visiting
their websites (for a full list of ministry partners and their web addresses please
visit www.newim.com). We highlight: Brides of Nigeria Out of Egypt Minis-
triesd a ministry designed for women in Nigeria to support themselves and their
families by renting out bridal dresses. MIKA Community Development Corpo-
rationd identifies and equips leaders in low-income neighborhoods to build com-
munities with vision. IMA & providing education to girls and women in Guate-
mala City, Guatemala.

Women continue to comment on the impact the conference made on their
lives.

A personal testimony came froma woman who was at her
nothing of Return 2008, and had simply prayed to the Lord, God | need something
and now!She went online, searched for retreats, and was directed to Saddleback,
to comment on which sent her to the NEWIM website and The ReturnShe told her husband she
HAD to come, so she booked a hotel room nearby and registered for the confer-
ence. She shared her journey and joined NEWIM!

Another woman shared that she wanted to renew her relationship with God and
di dndét know where to start ThoerRetwrfrant t
conference made  Saddleback, she went online, signed up and attended. She was in awe of the entire

Women continue

the impact the

event.
- Return to Be Encouragedas a wonderful opportunity to praise God, be in-
on their lives. spired in our walk with Him, network, and be exposed to new ideas about how to
do ministry in our changing world.
On the Website Return CDs
Available
From the Hearis on the
NEWIM website! Would you like to relive the
. Return conference? Or perhaps
Read ba_Ck ISSUES, dOW”!Oad you missed it and would love to
and print and give copies hear the inspiring speakers and
to your friends. listen in on the powerful breakout
Invite them to join us! SESSIOoNS.

Donot forget |[tqg cAYYEQR ”S'H‘F{JIYQOtO ]

ther helpful www.newim.comand click the
Other helptul resources. online store link. The nine-CD

e set is available for only $42.00,
SN including shipping.
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Like a Weaned Child

By Tammy Tkach and over and finally give out.

Sometimes | skim over verses in the Bible that Is your rubber band near the breaking

dondt mean anything topo"ﬁ?e"'a\’_‘by@l’rrgerd%%a‘iiiF?_g‘?UW\ﬂhitthout
taking time to delve Pohhavg timg foreaghree-daygilent retrgaly ¢t h
Psalms several times and always flew through (but we hope youoll con

Psalm 131 without really getting what it meant. |
dondt remember being
you do either. It usually happens by the time a
child is 2, and earlier in most cases. So what ex-
actly does a weaned child do? Or feel? Or think?
At my first silent retreat, | spent a whole day
praying, reading the Bible, writing in my journal
and reflecting on my relationship with God. To-
ward late afternoon, | curled up in a chair by the
window in my room. The warm sun and the hum
of the wind and distant traffic lulled me to sleep.
When | awoke, | felt incredibly refreshed and
content. Psalm 131:2 popped into my mind. It
was an aha moment. | knew what the psalmist

meant when he said:
PN my soul; like a weaned
f BN child with its mother, like a
('~ ) weaned child is my soul

\ wi t hi (NIV)me 6

I had no needs, no worries

and no thoughts. A con-

tented sigh was all that

A came out of me. | felt so
full of God | could agree

| I " with Horatio Spafford that
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3 3 all was indeed well with
! A my soul.
If you are having trouble relating, perhaps
you are too busy.
often we can say with David our souls are still
and qui et. l'tds wusual

souls are troubled and anxious and our problems
do seem like the sea billowing over us, with no
l' i fe raft in sight.
l' i ved this way. Qur
constant state of anxiety, with adrenalin rushes
one after the other.

Archibald Hart, professor of psychology at
Fuller Theological Seminary, likens our nerves to
a giant rubber band. When we live under constant
stress, our rubber-band nerves get stretched over

Life

Springs this fall), but you can still lessen the

wedd e Sandd 1Y Ybubdahhy

this before, but maybe this time you should
do something about it.

Make sure you get enough sleep. Many
people dondt. Lack of
tion worse. Eat breakfast. Your brain and
your body both need something to run on.
Learn to be more grateful. Instead of com-
plaining, thank God for every little blessing
and grace. Youdll
on gratitude rather than difficulties.

Finally, take time to talk with God. Make
him part of your waking thoughts, your wait-

ingiihgughts (make sfandingdndine 3 4mg of q u i et

prayer), your whispering thoughts (turn self
talk into a time of prayer) and your waning
thoughts (you could call this pillow talk with
God).

Clichéd and worn out advice? Maybe.
But the basics always work, and they just
may help your worn out, over-stretched
nerves get back in shape. You may also find
yourself quoting Psalm 131:2 and humming,
Al't i s well with my

stress

i s full of

y the opposi ot
5
dondot belijcy i s
b o dameny is the editergor th

newsletter and the NEWI
website administrator She
speaks at retreats and has
traveled extensively. Tammy enjoys bowling,
card making, walking and yard work.
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A place we can go
where we don't
have to worry about
the details, where
we receive

ministry. It's a place
we go to be
remindedd it is our
worship of our Lord
that fuels our work

for Him.
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NEWIM Chapters

Chapter meeting® make a small investment of your

time (two hours, a few times a year), and you wil| leave
enriched, encouraged and invigorated as a woman and
as a ministry leader.

NEWIM offers chapters all over Southern California, including San Diego, and in
Northern California. Following are chapters and contact information.

Los Angeles
President: Cinda Herring,
wordcc@cfaith.com

Orange County
President: Susan Booker,
sobooker52@yahoo.com

San Diego
President: Leslie Campos,
lesliecampos@cox.net

San Joaquin Valley
President: Shirley Barber,
sbarber@peopleschurch.org

Kern County
President: Teri Thompson,
btthompson587@sbcglobal.net

Inland Empire
President: Linda Harvey,
Ilharveyl3@ca.rr.com

We also have an international chapter:
South Africa
President: Glenda McMinn,
sistercircle@iafrica.com

Please see www.newim.com for more information, including meeting dates
and times, speakers and topics.



Am | There Yet?

By Renate Schnurr

Children can get impatient on long trips
and frequently ask: Am | there yet? Adults
get impatient too. In an age of microwave
popcorn, instant coffee, TV dinners and
drive-throughs, we want things to happen
quickly. We only tolerate waiting in un-
avoidable circumstances.

We canot usual |y
line along. We know it will be our turn at
some point and we are encouraged when
the person in front of us moves a few
steps. Waiting on God is more difficult.
While His Word tells us He is always at
wor k, we donot
until much later. We sometimes wonder if
it will ever be our turn.

Have you ever looked at other people
and wondered why God has answered
their prayer whil
Modern technology has made it possible
for us to communicate with other parts of
the world within secondsd the faster, the
better. Our minds are usually focused on
time, rather than eternity. The eternal God,
however, doesnot
hours or minutes. He thinks of what He
wants to accomplish. Waiting may seem
passive, but God is still at work!

A child sitting in the back of a car can
get restless on a
hide it. As adults we may mask our impa-
tience with cynicism, avoidance or even
depression. If we are willing to take a
closer look at ourselves, waiting often ex-
poses the true motives of our heartd lack
of faith, impatience, wrong priorities, jeal-
ousy, pride and selfishness. The good
news is that, instead of avoiding Him, we
can talk to our Heavenly Father about
these things. The question Am | there yet?
will not exasperate Him!

When we look at the Psalms we see
David often expressed his frustration over
the circumstances in his life. God loves it
when we talk to

e

n e c ldischildreni He jknows bow manyhhairs

t hiemk

upset with Him. And every time | have
poured my heart ou
perienced His gentle touch.

If we go through long periods of time
without apparent answers to prayer, our
question Am | there yetZmay change to
Are you there, God®&od may not answer
tidsoquestian cbyr changing ouo cirgum-a
stances or giving
for, but His Word makes it clear He will
not leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews
13:5). The almighty God who can do any-
thing does not have the ability to forget

we have on our heads (Matthew 10:30). If
He cares about those details, why would
He forget about wtf
God uses times of waiting to teach me
things U woald reverdeari if éveryfhiogr
were going well. He teaches me to go to
Him with my struggles. He teaches me to
trust Him more. He works on my charac-
ter. Romans 5:3-4 says: n S
duces perseverance, perseverance charac-
iam dy edNY.)dViodt &f
all, He teaches me to delight in Him and
promises to give me the desires of my
heart (Psalm 37:4). He teaches me to
value the Giver more than the Gift!
|l ong journe

%

Renate was raised in
Christian home in Gei#
many. The Lord callef

in 1999. She is now c‘

t to the

us the thin

steps

God loves it whep ¢
we talk to Him,
even when

upset with Him!o

caill ol

staff at Calvary Church of Santa Ana in

the areas of Recov

ery and

istries. Some of her greatest joys in life
are family visits, reading, walking at the

beach andspendingtime alone with the

H i Lord. E-raa¥ leenatmai3vi®@aol.com@. O r
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From the Heart
ﬂ I
Newsletter Editor:

TammyTkach
E-mail: tammy@newim.com

|
VISIT US ON THE

WEB:
WWW.NEWIM.COM

The Springs
A THREE DAY PRAYER &
REFLECTION RETREAT

The Springs North
St. Anthony'sNov. 5-7, 2008
St. Anthony's: April 29 May 1, 2009

The Springs South

El Carmelo: Nov.19-21, 2008
Mater Dolorosa: April 2824, 2009

Register today at www.newim.com

Come to The Oaks
a conference for directors of
womenaos mini

Date: February 257, 2009
Prince of Peace Abbey
Oceanside, CA

Registration is now open.
Seenvww.newim.comfor cost
and registration details.
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