
NEWIM Goes to South Africa!
I n May, eight NEWIM women (and John Rettberg) trekked to Cape Town,South

Africa to minister to the New Destiny Church. Here are some highlights, com-
piled by Luann Budd:

We had a wonderful time in Cape Town.The women were so welcoming. Our
first night there, they came to our hotel to meet us. We were each assigned an

“armor bearer” as a hostess. We shared our testimonies
and talked of our families. Within 15 minutes we felt
like sisters. Before the night was over, they had us
dancing and singing Christian songs in Afrikaans in the
lobby of the Holiday Inn—much to the delight ofthe
employees. We prayed together before each meeting.
On Friday night we met with the leaders to encourage

them.Since the women had never before been allowed to speak or pray from the
pulpit,we were breaking new ground.There’s no going back now!

We also will never be the same. South Africa is a beautiful country and the peo-
ple welcomed us warmly. It’s only been ten years since they voted to end
Apartheid,and everywhere it was evident the struggle for social justice and racial
reconciliation has just begun.

We were told 90% ofthe adolescents in the township where the church is lo-
cated are on drugs. Unemployment reaches 45%.Almost everyone has had their
car stolen;teens stand guard over cars parked in front of the church during serv-
ices. We heard too many stories ofviolent deaths and
strained marriages. The education system has a long way
to go.

Nevertheless, the gospel is reaching out into this
community and changing lives. Most of the women had
come to know the Lord as a result of the ministry of
this church. They love to worship, singing songs by
Michael W. Smith with a worship band.They love to hear the Word.

They have a hunger for spiritual things we often don’t see in America.They
loved The Oasis, learning how to study the Bible and having quiet time with the
Lord.The men loved John Rettberg and were encouraged by his testimony. He en-
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couraged them to be ethical in their business practices. The leaders wanted to know more about women in
leadership and how to find mentors.

The young girls were encouraged by She and Paula to know they are “wonderfully made”by the Lord.
Donna taught a workshop on marriage. Many women said it was just the encouragement they needed to
hang in there. At the pastor’s request Luann was the first woman to teach from the pulpit.The congrega-
tion was open to her message.

Susie closed our conference Sunday evening witha message from Revelation 4 and 5.The assistant pastor
said Revelation had always been a closed book,and for the first time he understood it and the message it
has for believers today!

We had many opportunities to minister to these women.What a privilege to bring encouragement,re-
sources and opportunities for spiritual renewal to Cape Town.

Thank you for all of your support.
June, Donna,Jackie, John,Ginger, Luann,Paula,She and Susie.

South Africa
(Continued from page 1) 

Women at the Shelter: Finding Hope

We spent a morning with a group of women at a shel-
ter. I spoke with a strong Christian woman who talked of
her faith and how God is helping her through her night-
mare. They love Dr. Phil.The social worker who gave us
the tour hopes to attend Biola University and become a
Christian counselor. Small world!

Each night women were invited to come to
the altar for prayer. What a privilege to have
the opportunity to put our arms around these
women and pray with them.Some prayed in
English, others in Afrikaans and some in
Xhosa.At times we couldn’t understand their
words, but we knew their hearts.

Women Come Forward for Prayer
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go away, but he does promise to be with us through
every step of our lives.

Moses trusted in God’s presence. In Exodus 33,
God told Moses his Presence would go with him
into the Promised Land.Moses replied to him in
verse 15:“If your Presence does not go with us, do
not send us up from here. How will anyone know
that you are pleased with me and with your people
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me
and your people from all the other people on the
face ofthe earth?” (NIV throughout).

In the same way, Jesus promised he would be
with us through the Holy Spirit as we journey
toward the promised land ofheaven.“And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever—the Spirit oftruth” (John
14:15-16).“I will not leave you as orphans;I will
come to you” (verse 18).

How beautiful and glorious is the presence of
God in our lives! Let’s remember to help others by
bringing his presence and glory into their lives by
the ministry of our presence.

Tammy is the new editor ofFrom the
Heart. She is looking forward to serving you
through the newsletter. Tammy is married to
Joseph, the president ofthe Worldwide Church ofGod,
headquartered in Pasadena, California. They have two chil-
dren and live in Fontana. She is also the president ofthe
NEWIM Inland Empire chapter.

The Ministry 
of Presence

By Tammy Tkach

Have you ever wanted to do something for
someone, when all you could do was be there

for them? Some trials have no solutions. Sometimes
a person has to do the hard things themselves. But
one thing we can do is perform the ministry of
presence.

I f irst heard the phrase “ministry of presence”at
a NEWIM board meeting last year. They were dis-
cussing their visit to South Africa to help a group of
women who wanted to reach out to their communi-
ties. The women had asked for help to get organ-
ized and to increase the unity and cohesiveness of
their group. One of the women remarked that their
need wasn’t so much to be shown what to do but
for the ministry of presence.

Many people think they have no ministry. They
feel they have nothing to offer others in service to
Christ.But as long as you draw breath, you have at
the least,your presence. Sit with a sick person.Hold
the hand ofsomeone going through a difficulty.
Call someone or send a card.

The presence ofa caring person is a powerful
thing for someone who is hurting or in distress.
Your presence conveys love, compassion and a feel-
ing of togetherness in suffering.

God also does a ministry of presence. You’ve
probably experienced a time when it seemed your
prayers weren’t being answered.No solutions were
forthcoming. The only answer seemed to be “wait.”
But during that time of waiting, you felt the pres-
ence ofGod and received his comfort and peace.

God made a promise in Deuteronomy 31:6 that
he will never forsake us, and it’s repeated in
Hebrews 13:5.He doesn’t say all our problems will

From the Editor

We’d love to hear from you! 

If you would like to contribute to From the
Heart, we’d love to hear from you.To share news,
encouragement and testimonies, please e-mail
Ginger Bertoni at hartcol110@aol.com.

If you have workshop ideas, opportunities, re-
sources or knowledge to share, please e-mail Sue
Haston at suehaston@att.net.

You may also e-mail Tammy Tkach at
tammy_tkach@wcg.org with chapter news or any
other item ofinterest.

It’s all about connecting and sharing! 
Visit NEWIM on the Internet at:

www.newim.com



Shirley Barber 
Mother of the Year

The north lobby of People’s Church was full ofpeople, talking and laughing, finding just the right angle
for their cameras, furiously jotting notes. Finally, someone said,“She’s coming”and a hush fell in wave-

like motion as everyone looked toward the double doors leading to the Women’s Ministries office. Moments
later the crowd exploded—“Surprise!”

It wasn’t a birthday party or anniversary celebration. The guest ofhonor was Shirley Barber, People’s
Church Minister for Women.The occasion was the presentation of the Fresno County Chamber ofCom-

merce Mother ofthe Year Award,2005.Greeted by her
daughters Kimberly Sorensen,Kate Roslake and Kristi
Reynolds, her husband of42 years, Charles Barber,
their sons-in-law and nine grandchildren, Shirley was
presented  with fresh flowers and congratulations from
family and friends. She was honored at a luncheon on
Friday, May 6.

Shirley has served her community for many years, as
president of the Caruthers Women’s League, board
member for the Caruthers District Fair and president of
the local Lupus Foundation.Rose Willems (co-chair for
the Mother ofthe Year event),said the decision is al-
ways a difficult one for the judges. “We try to find a

mother who has found a way to balance all her roles. Shirley Barber is an example ofwhat we think all
mothers want to be. And with all her various duties, mothering is definitely a priority to her.”

For the past 16 years, many women at People’s Church have known Shirley Barber to be a mother figure
as well as a mentor, prayer partner and friend.Shirley explains her heart is for the spiritual growth and de-
velopment ofthe women ofPeople’s Church: “I love that we reach out into the community and work with
other churches. I love that we reach out to Samaritan Women,ESA and Evangel Home. But my passion is
for the infrastructure and that’s our women.They need to be plugged in,to have a passion for the Lord and
a passion for his Word. My heart is to teach women to hear from the Lord for themselves and to have a
passion for prayer. That’s our foundation. Unless that’s rock solid,we have no business doing out-
side ministry.

“It’ s important that our relationships and our families are solid and we’re living the life God says we
should live. It’s not about doing, but it’s about being in Him and living that life. My heart is for our women
to be so solid in Him—whole, solid,serving Him wholeheartedly. Our own relationship with the Lord must
come first. I want to see our women fed so they can grow deep roots, and when the winds come they can-
not be shaken.Then they are equipped to minister to other women who are in need.”

Congratulations Shirley Barber. Your church family is happy for the recognition and we thank God for
your quiet,gentle spirit,your commitment to our Savior and the women ofPeople’s Church.

—First printed in the People’s Church newsletter, Today, May 2005
Shirley is the president ofthe San Joaquin Valley NEWIM chapter.
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Shirley, with two of her daughters, accepting
the award for Mother of the Year.

Her children arise and call her blessed;her husband also, and he praises her.
—Proverbs 31:28,NIV



When I called Jan to interview her for this in-
troduction, I smiled and thought to myself, of
course! She spent 28 years in the health care in-
dustry as a licensed vocational nurse with a career
that spanned doing the basics to administrative
leadership to consulting. I’m sure there was a time
when she took care of an ailing heart, perhaps
even saw one up close. Now God has blessed her
in this transition to care for the hearts and souls of
the women He brings into her life.

Married to husband Kevin for 29 years, they
enjoy watching their adult married children,Greg
and Amy (who married within 6 months ofeach
other) serving the Lord at nearby churches within
the Simi Valley area.Jan is currently Director of
Women’s Ministry at the Church at Rocky Peak in
Chatsworth, CA. E-mail her at jlackey@rocky-
peak.org.

For chapter events,see www.localendar.com/pub-
lic/NewimVSF. Area churches are encouraged to
submit their events for publishing.

Next event: October 22,2005,Every Woman’s
Hopeat Calvary Chapel Westlake, a national
women’s conference in our area.For more infor-
mation go to www.everywomanshope.com.

Welcome  South Bay Women/Los Angeles 
NEWIM Cha pter

In the year 2000 the South Bay Women’s Out-
reach was founded in the South Bay by Doreen
Hanna,along with 12 other women in church lead-
ership from the Beach Cities churches ofLA (in-
cluding Inglewood,Torrance, Palos Verdes, Lawn-
dale and other surrounding city churches).Their
purpose has been to come together and encourage
each other by regular fellowship and prayer.

Where do Chapters come from? Have you ever
wondered about that?

Does the leadership of NEWIM seek out or re-
cruit the formation of new chapters?

Actually, we don’t. It’s somewhat supernatural.
Someplace in the quietness ofa woman’s heart,
somewhere in her desire for intimacy with her
Lord, He orchestrates a meeting with another
woman who is searching for the same thing. Soon,
others are added to this gathering and one day they
come together in a place set aside especially for
them. It is typically a Women’s Director hosting a
continental breakfast or lunch at her church.

In Experiencing God(Blackaby and King) we are
reminded to watch where God is working and join
Him there. That’s how NEWIM “f inds” chapters...
or rather the chapter finds us. The Father lovingly
invites women to come away with Him and wor-
ship. Out of that worship, we are fueled to work
for Him. Then,oh so amazingly, we come upon
them, like finding an unexpected treasure while
taking a walk.

God brought us two of these amazing
treasures—women with a heart’s desire for God
and serving women were meeting formerly as
Women’s Ministry Alliance and South Bay
Women’s Outreach.

Welcome NEWIM San Fernando Valley—
Ventura Counties Chapter

Welcome Jan Lackey, president for the newly
formed San Fernando Valley/Ventura Counties
Chapter of NEWIM. (Continued on page 6)

Anatomy of a NEWIM
Chapter
By Barbara Willett

Chapter Development

Chapter Reports
Chapter meetings—a small investment ofyour
time (two hours, a few times a year),and you will
leave enriched,encouraged and invogorated as a
woman and as a ministry leader.

How the Lord is using NEWIM 
around the country



Inland Empir e Chapter

The Inland Empire Chapter held their first meet-
ing for 2005 in May at the Hillside Community
Church in Alta Loma.Tammy Tkach, president of
the chapter, spoke on “Letting God Out ofthe
Box,” a testimony of her journey with the World-
wide Church of God and the amazing changes
God has made in their denomination.

The second meeting was October 1st at Hillside
Community Church. The lively guest speaker was
Miriam Conrad (www.miriamconrad.com).Her
topic, “Great Expectations” gave us a reality check
about ministry.

E-mail Tammy at tammy_tkach@wcg.org for in-
formation on future meetings.

Chapter Reports
(Continued from page 5)

San Diego Chapter

The San Diego Chapter held two meetings this
year, the first on June 10. The YOU CAN
(www.youcanministries.org) team led the meeting.
They offered insights and help for leaders.

The second meeting was held on September 15
at Emmanuel Faith Community Church. The topic
was “Ministering to the neXt generation.” Jere Carl-
son and Louisa Davis from College Avenue Church
shared exciting ministry opportunities, issues and
training leadership in the neXt generation.

The next meeting is Friday, November 18.Dana
Sturgeon from KPRZ will be our guest speaker.
She and her team will be sharing about their new
ministry for women.Come and hear about this
great opportunity for your women and put a face to
the familiar voice. Contact Bev Amsbary at
wmdir@efcc.org for more information.

San Joaquin Valley Chapter

We are excitedlly looking forward to our next
San Joaquin Valley chapter meeting on Friday,
October 7th.

Join us from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.at Peoples
Church in Fresno. Network with other women in
ministry; share ideas and be encouraged by our
special speaker.

For information, please contact Shirley at (559)
298-8001 or e-mail Elaine at elainemarie2@sbc-
global.net.
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Their annual event has been an outreach to the
women in the community. By demonstrating unity
among the Bible believing churches and providing
the “out of the church” opportunity for Christian
women to bring their pre-Christian friends to an
evangelical setting, women have come to know
Christ.As of May of this year it was the consensus
of the women ofSBWO to become a chapter of
NEWIM and was demonstrated by their joining
memberships. All rejoiced in this new union.

As you know, life always brings change! Consis-
tent with that...in June 2005 Doreen’s husband
Chad was offered a wonderful God-given position
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Doreen’s farewell was
joyous and now leaves open the opportunity for a
co-leader ofthis group to come alongside Johanna
Michaelsen,who has been a board member of
SBWO since its inception.

As a board member ofNEWIM, Barbara Willett
has stepped in temporarily until the Lord raises up
the woman from the LA area to carry out this min-
istry with Johanna and add several women to for-
mulate a new board. If this present need spurs an
interest in you, please contact Barbara at bar-
bara.willett@adelphia.net.

The new South Bay Women/Los Angeles
NEWIM Chapter held their fall event on Saturday,
September 17th at Kings Harbor Church
(www.kingsharbor.org). The guest speaker was
songwriter and worship vocalist,Anne Barbour of
the praise team which travels globally with the Billy
and Franklin Graham Crusades.

For more information on NEWIM chapters,
check the link on our website at 

www.newim.com



Return to be 
Encouraged 2006

Featured speaker: Jill Briscoe
Date:June 23,2006

Place:Riverlakes Church, Bakersfield,CA
Free:Concert Friday night

Contact Monica Brislawn, Chapter President,for
details at Monica.brislawn@netzero.com.

Mark your calendars now! The fall meeting will be
on Saturday, October 15,2005.We will discuss “Ful-
filling the Ministry God has Given You,” based on
Paul’s discourse to the Ephesians as detailed in Acts
20.More details to follow on the NEWIM website.

Chapter Reports
(Continued from page 6)

Orange County Chapter

In March 2005,the Los Angeles/Orange Coun-
ty chapter met at Journey of Faith Church in Man-
hattan Beach for a time ofworship with the “Lit-
erary Jewels”(boy were they fantastic!) and to hear
from Luann Budd as she addressed the issue of
“Proclaiming the Truth in a Postmodern World.”
Luann described the world in which we live—one
marked by relativism and “tolerance.” She ex-
plained the characteristics ofthe older and
younger generations and how we can effectively
reach them for Jesus Christ.It was a very challeng-
ing and uplifting time!

Our spring meeting in Manhattan Beach marked
the last meeting ofthe LA/OC chapter! In June,
several women in the South Bay area who have
been meeting for encouragement and networking,
voted to become the stand alone chapter (the Los
Angeles chapter) of NEWIM! The Lord has
done great things through the South Bay
women’s group and we are delighted to have
them be a NEWIM chapter.

So what will happen to the “Orange County”
part of the former “LA/OC” chapter? I’m glad
you asked because I want to tell you about anoth-
er great thing the Lord has been doing! Over the
last couple ofyears several women in the beach
cities of Orange County have been meeting at
Vanguard University in Costa Mesa for encourage-
ment and networking. The group consists of
women serving in local church ministries, para-
church ministries, speakers, and directors of
women’s ministries who meet monthly on Friday
mornings. In July, the women agreed to become a
part of the NEWIM Orange County chapter. We
are excited for them to join NEWIM as we ad-
vance His kingdom together.

The Orange County chapter plans to meet on
the last Friday of every month at Vanguard Uni-
versity (Great Commission Hall at 9:30) with the
exception of the traditional fall and spring meet-
ings that will continue to be held on Saturdays. All
women are welcome to both the Friday and Satur-
day meetings.

And they will be called oaks ofrighteousness,
a planting ofthe Lord for the display 

of His splendor.
—Isaiah 61:3

The Oaks ofRighteousness is a 30-hour working con-
ference for directors of women’s ministries, which offers
mentoring by seasoned directors. Attendance is limited
to keep it personal and hands on.

THE NEXT OAKS

October 20-21,2005
Prince ofPeace Abbey, Oceanside, CA
Cost:$135/single, 4 meals, casual dress 

For more information:
Bev Amsbary (760) 781-2166 wmdir@efcc.org

To Register:
Forms available online:www.newim.com
Or mail to:The Oaks, c/o Carolyn Shea

2009 E.Bay Ave. Newport Beach, CA 92661

The Oaks
conference for directors

of women’s ministry 



The
Springs

A THREE DAY PRAYER & REFLECTION RETREAT

November 9-11, 2005, Redlands, $171
April 19-21, 2006, Pasadena, $220

Sunny Schrimsher, (714) 964-7243, 
sunny@integrity.com

Come to...

October 8th,2005
Richfield Community Church, Yorba Linda,CA

November 5th,2005
New Community Church, Vista,CA

Jackie Rettberg, Director & Facilitator, (949)644-7543
Carolyn Shea,Administrator, (949)675-6166

Register online at www.newim.com

NEWIM
P.O.Box 9200-395
Fountain Valley,CA 92728
(714) 964-7236

Address Service Requested


